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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE COUNTY BOARD 

ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

COUNTY OF ADAMS)  

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

 
The County Board of Adams County, Illinois met at the Courthouse, Quincy, 
Illinois, on Tuesday, May 11th, 2021 at 7:00 P.M., pursuant to recess. 

 
PRESENT:    Kent Snider, Chairman 
                      Ryan Niekamp, County Clerk 
 

                                                                        
- - - - - - - - -  

 
Mr. Taylor Rakers gave the invocation which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the flag of the United States of America. 

 
Chairman Snider called the meeting to order.  
 
The County Clerk called the role and the following members were present: Mark 
Peter, Robert Reich, John Brady, Les Post, Theresa Bockhold, David Hoskins, Todd 
Duesterhaus, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Rebecca Weed, Barbara Fletcher, Ryan 
Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Marvin Kerkhoff, Raquel Piazza, Taylor Rakers and Kent 
Snider. 
 
Total Present: 17 Absent: 3 Vacant: 1  
   
Absent were: Matt Obert, Seldon Totsch, Joe Zanger,  
 

Chairman Snider declared a quorum present. 

 
Officeholders, department heads, and/or their representatives also present were:  

Georgene Zimmerman- Supervisor of Assessments, Todd Nelson- Public Defender, 
Anthony Foster- Director of Court Services, Jim Frankenhoff- County Engineer, David 
Hochgraber – IT Director, and Sheriff Wagner.  

 

Mr. Post made a motion to approve the appointment of Travis Cooley.  

Mrs. Weed seconded the motion.  

The appointment of Mr. Travis Cooley was approved. 

 
At this time, Travis Cooley was sworn in as District 4 County Board Member by County 
Clerk Ryan Niekamp. 

 

Mr. Mike Barnard, who requested to speak at the County Board meeting, declined to 
speak. 
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Mr. Austin moved to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2021 county board meeting as 
printed and distributed. 
Mr. Rakers seconded the motion. 
Motion to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2021 meeting as printed was adopted. 
 
Mr. Obert entered the meeting at 7:04 PM.  

- - - - - - - - - 
 

 

Transportation, Building & Technology 
 

Committee Report (Mr. Bellis) 
 
Bills – The committee met on Tuesday, May 11th to review the bills for the Highway 
Department, the Maintenance Department, and the Technology Department. All of the bills 
were in order. 
 
Reports 
Mr. Bellis reported that the IT department has been working on the merge of Office 365.  
 
Resolutions 

a. 2021-05-501-006- Resolution reporting bids from the April 27, 2021 Road 
District Motor Fuel Tax Maintenance Materials and Oil & Chip Seal Letting. 
Mr. Brady made a motion to approve the resolution. 
Mr. Hinkamper seconded the motion.  (Attachment A-1)  
Resolution 2021-05-501-506 was approved. 
 

b. Elevator Bids 
Mr. Bellis stated they would be tabling to next month.  

 
The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for June 8th, 2021.  
 

 

Legislative & Judicial 

Committee Report (Mrs. Bockhold) 

Bills – The committee met on May 11th to review the bills from the circuit Clerk, Juvenile 
Detention Center, Probation Department, Public Defender, State’s Attorney, and the 
Supervisor of Assessments. All of the bills were in order. 
 
Resolutions- 

a. Resolution Number 2021-05-001-010- Resolution calling for the Governor and 
General Assembly to protect local control of zoning and land use.  
Mrs. Bockhold made a motion to approve the resolution. 
Mr. Peter seconded the motion. (Attachment B-1)   
Discussion: Mr. Hinkamper asked what kind of zoning this is talking about. Mr. 
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Snider responded that isn’t zoning, it just a letter from our people stating we are not 
in support of the bill because it takes away our say in wind farm placements. Mr. 
Peter stated that this is just us as the county saying that we do not approve it and 
that we want to maintain local control.  
Resolution 2021-05-001-010 was approved. 
 

Appointments 
a. Reappointment of Richard Flesner to the Golden Fire Protection District for a three 

year term.  
Mr. Duesterhaus made a motion to approve the appointment. 
Mrs. Piazza seconded the motion.(Attachment B-2) 
The reappointment was approved. 
 
 

Event Liquor License 
a. One-Day Liquor Permit for the Adams County Fair Association’s Tractor Pull to be 

held on July 4, 2021 at the Adams County Fair Grounds 
Mrs. Bockhold made a motion to approve the one-day liquor permit.  
Mrs. Piazza seconded the motion. (Attachment C-1) 
The one-day liquor permit was approved. 
 

b. Special Liquor Permit for the Adams County Fair Association’s County Fair to be 
held on July 28th, 2021 through August 3rd, 2021 from 6PM until 1AM each day 
located at the Adams County Fair Grounds 
Mr. Duesterhaus made a motion to approve the special liquor permit.  
Mr. Kerkhoff seconded the motion. (Attachment C-2) 
The special liquor permit was approved. 
 
 

c.   One-Day Liquor Permit for the Mustang’s Football Booster’s Annual Spring Dinner 
and Auction to be held on June 26th, 2021 located at the Adams County Fair 
Grounds from Noon until Midnight. 
Mrs. Bockhold made a motion to approve the one-day liquor permit. 
Mrs. Piazza seconded the motion. (Attachment C-3) 
The one-day liquor permit was approved. 

 
 

The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for June 1, 2021. 
    
 

Public Health & Safety 

 

Committee Report (Mrs. Fletcher) 

Bills – The committee met on April 20, 2021 and reviewed the bills for the Sheriff’s Office, 
Coroner’s Office, Emergency Management Agency and Animal Control.  All of the bills were 
in order. 
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Reports- 
Mr. Peter read the following reports from department heads and/or their representatives: 
From Sheriff Wagner: The Jail Administrator, Chad Downs, is stepping down, having 
accepted a position in court security. The jail population was at 121. 9 IDOC inmates were 
transferred on April 19. There are 6 more inmates ready for transfer. There were no known 
employees or inmates with COVID-19. The department is in the process of reviewing the 
jail medical contract with QMG. The contract has been proofread by the States Attorney 
and is awaiting signature by QMG. The department has been conducting interviews for the 
vacant administrative assistant position.  
From the Coroner, Scott Graham: There were 83 reported deaths, 6 autopsies, 1 
abandoned cremation and 34 cremation permits issued in March 2021. He reported there 
have been no suicides this year.  
From John Simon, Emergency Management/Ambulance: The department is inspecting the 
four new ambulance units. There are 3 box and 1 van style vehicles. They expect to have 
them in rotation within 45 days. COVID testing and vaccination is winding down and they 
will soon close down the Oakley-Lindsay facility and move operations to the health 
department. Approximately 60% of the 65 and over population of the county is vaccinated. 
That percentage has risen since the time of the committee meeting. COVID vaccination 
efforts are expanding to outreach clinics and pharmacies and into the villages throughout 
the county. 
 
Mr. Kerkhoff asked if appointments were still needed to get a vaccine. 
Mr. Austin stated you can make an appointment at the Health Department, but the remote 
ones do not require an appointment. Mr. Duesterhaus asked if they lowered the age limit 
yet. Mr. Austin stated that would happen in two weeks.  
 
The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 6:30 PM.     
 

Finance 

Committee Report (Mr. Austin) 

Bills – The committee met on May 10th, 2021 to review the bills.  All of the bills were in 
order. 
 
Resolution –  
The following tax sale resolutions were approved together:  

a. Tax Sale Resolution for parcel number 18-0-0858-007-00 located in the Payson 
Township. (Attachment D-1) 

b. Tax Sale Resolution for parcel number 22-0467 located in the Quincy Township. 
(Attachment D-2) 

c. Tax Sale Resolution for parcel number 23-0298 located in the Quincy Township. 
(Attachment D-3) 
Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the tax sale resolutions. 
Mr. Rakers seconded the motion. 
A roll call vote was taken to approve the tax sale resolutions. Those in favor were: 
Mark Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Les Post, Theresa Bockhold, 
David Hoskins, Todd Duesterhaus, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Rebecca Weed, 
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Barbara Fletcher, Ryan Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Marvin Kerkhoff, Raquel Piazza, 
Taylor Rakers, Travis Cooley and Kent Snider. 
Total in favor: 19 Total Absent: 2 
The tax sale resolutions were approved. 

 
Finance 
a. Additional Fund Appropriation from F. Bryden Cory – County Treasurer – in the amount 

of $6,200,000.00 to revenue line item 213-211-4627 – COVID-19 Pandemic: Local 
Recovery Funds – for a revised budgeted amount of $6,200,000,00.00 and 
$6,200,000.00 to expense line item 213-211-5713 – COVID-19 Pandemic: Recovery 
Expenses – for a revised budgeted amount of $6,200,000.00. 
Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the additional fund appropriation.  
Mr. Reich seconded the motion.  
Mr. Austin made a motion to change the total to $6,355,000.00. 
Mr. Reich seconded the motion. (Attachment D-4) 
A roll call vote was taken to approve the amended additional fund appropriation. Those 
in favor were: Mark Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Les Post, Theresa 
Bockhold, David Hoskins, Todd Duesterhaus, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Rebecca 
Weed, Barbara Fletcher, Ryan Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Marvin Kerkhoff, Raquel 
Piazza, Taylor Rakers, Travis Cooley and Kent Snider. 
Total in favor was 19. Total opposed was 0. Total absent was 2.  
The amended Additional Fund Appropriation was approved.  
 

b. Additional Fund Appropriation from F. Bryden Cory – County Treasurer – in the amount 
of $50,656.66 to revenue line item 002-001-42-30 – Capital Project – Jail; CIRMA 
Reimbursement- for a revised budgeted amount of $56,656.66. 
Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the additional fund appropriation.  
Mr. Rakers seconded the motion. (Attachment D-5) 
Mr. Austin asked Mr. Hoskins if this finishes out the lightning strike. Mr. Hoskins 
responded that it does.  
A roll call vote was taken to approve the additional fund appropriation. Those in favor 
were: Mark Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Les Post, Theresa Bockhold, 
David Hoskins, Todd Duesterhaus, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Rebecca Weed, 
Barbara Fletcher, Ryan Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Marvin Kerkhoff, Raquel Piazza, 
Taylor Rakers, Travis Cooley and Kent Snider. 
Total in favor was 19. Total opposed was 0. Total absent was 2. 
The Additional Fund Appropriation was approved. 

 
c. Additional Fund Appropriation from Judge Larson – Adams County Courts – in the 

amount of $3,354.29 to revenue account item 432-431-64627 – Grants-COVID Rapid 
Relief – for a revised budget amount of $3,354.29 and $3,354.29 to expense account 
item 432-431-5733 – COVID Grant Expense – for a revised budget amount of 
$3,354.29. 
Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the additional fund appropriation.  
Mrs. Weed seconded the motion. (Attachment D-6) 
A roll call vote was taken to approve the additional fund appropriation. Those in favor 
were: Mark Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Les Post, Theresa Bockhold, 
David Hoskins, Todd Duesterhaus, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Rebecca Weed, 
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Barbara Fletcher, Ryan Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Marvin Kerkhoff, Raquel Piazza, 
Taylor Rakers, Travis Cooley and Kent Snider. 
Total in favor was 19. Total opposed was 0. Total absent was 2.  
The Additional Fund Appropriation was approved. 

 
d. Transfer of Fund Appropriation from Rich Wagner – County Sheriff – in the amount of 

$40,000.00 from account line item 001-301-5110 – Salary – Corrections Officers – for 
a revised budgeted amount of $1,473,470.00 and $40,000.00 to account line item 001-
301-5105 – Salary – Chief Jailer – for a revised budgeted amount of $102,706.00. 
Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the transfer of fund appropriation.  
Mr. Rakers seconded the motion. (Attachment D-7) 
A roll call vote was taken to approve the transfer of fund appropriation. Those in favor 
were: Mark Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Les Post, Theresa Bockhold, 
David Hoskins, Todd Duesterhaus, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Rebecca Weed, 
Barbara Fletcher, Ryan Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Marvin Kerkhoff, Raquel Piazza, 
Taylor Rakers, Travis Cooley and Kent Snider. 
Total in favor was 19. Total opposed was 0. Total absent was 2.  
The Transfer of Fund Appropriation was approved. 

 
e. Transfer of Fund Appropriation from David Hochgraber – Information Technology – in 

the amount of $34,153.33 from account line 001-001-5999 – Contingency – for a 
revised budgeted amount of $65,846.67 and $34,153.33 to account line item 001-104-
5825 – Equipment Hardware & Upgrades – for a revised budgeted amount of 
$60,153.33 
Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the transfer of fund appropriation.  
Mr. Peter seconded the motion. (Attachment D-8) 
Mr. Austin stated this was out of contingency but was necessary. He explained that it 
is to support the data backup we had to buy under an emergency situation. He stated 
this was a very unexpected expense.  
A roll call vote was taken to approve the transfer of fund appropriation. Those in favor 
were: Mark Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Les Post, Theresa Bockhold, 
David Hoskins, Todd Duesterhaus, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Rebecca Weed, 
Barbara Fletcher, Ryan Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Marvin Kerkhoff, Raquel Piazza, 
Taylor Rakers, Travis Cooley and Kent Snider. 
Total in favor was 19. Total opposed was 0. Total absent was 2.  
The Transfer of Fund Appropriation was approved. 

 
Budget/Levy 
Mr. Austin stated that $12,709,000 is the money the county will get. We will get the first 
half here in a couple weeks and the other half will come next year. He stated the county 
will have to spend it by 2024.  
 
Insurance 
Mr. Hoskins stated we took a step backwards last month and that it was the highest we’ve 
had this term. However, 20% will be reimbursed since we have met our deductible. He 
stated CERMA remains strong, financially and we have a new representative, Ed 
Osbourne. He stated that site reliability is something they touched base on at the last 
meeting.  
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The committee’s next meeting will be June 14th, 2021. 

 

Executive Committee 

Committee Report (Mr. Austin) 

Discussion and Possible Action 
Mr. Austin stated the committee reviewed requests coming in from different departments 
for the incoming America Rescue Plan Money. He spoke about things that the money can 
and cannot be used for and that they are still seeking guidance in some areas on that.  
 

Unfinished Business 
 

 

New Business 
 

1) Approval of Board Member Travel Vouchers  
There were not travel vouchers to approve this meeting.  

 
2) Monthly Reports – Supervisor of Assessments/Board of Review, the Probation 

Department, Juvenile Detention Center, the County Clerk & Recorder’s office, 

Sheriff’s Department, Information Technology, the Public Defender, the Circuit 

Clerk, and the Treasurer’s office, Monthly check register for April 2021, and Funds 

Summary report for April 2021 including revenue and expenses. 

Mr. Duesterhaus made a motion to receive and file the monthly reports with the 
appropriate committee. 
Mr. Rakers seconded the motion. 
Motion to receive and file the monthly reports with the appropriate committee 
adopted.  

 

3) Appointments: 
a. Appointment of Barbara Fletcher to the City of Quincy and County of Adams 

Emergency Telephone Systems Board (ETSB).  
Mr. Duesterhaus made a motion to approve the appointment. 
Mr. Obert seconded the motion.(Attachment E-1) 
The appointment was approved.  

b. Appointment of Verna White of Camp Point to the Adams County Housing 
Authority.  

c. Reappointment of Frank Baumgartner of Plainville to the Adams County 
Housing Authority. 
Mr. Peter made a motion to approve the appointment of Verna White and 
Frank Baumgartner. 
Mr. Austin seconded the motion. (Attachment E-2) 
The appointments were approved. 

d. Appointment of Theresa Bockhold to the Reapportionment Committee.  
Mr. Duesterhaus made a motion to approve the appointments. 
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Mr. Peter seconded the motion.  
The appointments were approved. 
 

Mr. Farha announced that we now have a service dog in the States Attorney’s Office. 
He explained this has been no cost to the county at all. He stated it is a $20,000 named 
Hoagie. The department raised over $5,000 for the care of Hoagie. They will be having 
a ceremony to introduce him. His job will be to help victims remain calm in the 
courtroom. Mr. Farha asked for permission to put a sign on the entrance of the 
courthouse to alert the public that there is a dog on site and the board concurred.  

 
 

Correspondence 
 

a. Ameren Tree Trimming Notification  
b. IL EPA Public notice of Clean Air Permit Program 
c. Thank you Card from the Brady Family 
d. Thank you Card from the Niekamp Family  

Mr. Duesterhaus moved to receive and file the correspondence with the 
appropriate committee. 
Mr. Rakers seconded the motion. (Attachment E-3) 
Motion to receive and file the correspondence with the appropriate committee 
adopted. 

 
 
Mr. Snider announced this is National Police Officer week and to thank them when they 
see them.  
 

- - - - - - - - - - 
 
The May 11th, 2021 meeting was recessed until Tuesday, June 15, 2021.  
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