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COUNTY BOARD, ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE COUNTY BOARD 

ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

COUNTY OF ADAMS)  

STATE OF ILLINOIS) 

 
The County Board of Adams County, Illinois met at the Courthouse, Quincy, 
Illinois, on Wednesday, February 12th, at 7:00 P.M., pursuant to recess. 

 
PRESENT:    Kent Snider, Chairman 

                         Chuck Venvertloh, County Clerk 
 

- - - - - - - - -  
 
Mr. Matt Obert gave the invocation which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the flag of the United States of America. 

 
Chairman Snider called the meeting to order.  
 
The County Clerk called the role and the following members were present: Mark 
Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Seldon Totsch, Les Post, Theresa 
Bockhold, Joe Zanger, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Ryan Niekamp, Ryan 
Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Taylor Rakers, Barney Bier and Kent Snider. 
 
Total Present: 16  Absent: 5   
   
Absent were: David Hoskins, Todd Duesterhaus, Rebecca Weed, Marvin Kerkhoff 
and Raquel Piazza. 
Mr. Hoskins, Mr. Duesterhaus, Mrs. Weed and Mrs. Piazza were excused.  
 

Chairman Snider declared a quorum present. 

 
Officeholders, department heads, and/or their representatives also present were:  

John Simon-EMA & Ambulance Director, Jim Frankenhoff- County Engineer and Todd 
Nelson- Public Defender.  
 
 
 

Mr. Niekamp moved to approve the minutes of the January 14th, 2020 county board 
meeting as printed and distributed. 
Mr. Austin seconded the motion. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the January 14th, 2020 meeting as printed was 
adopted. 
 

- - - - - - - - -  
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Transportation, Building & Technology 
 

Committee Report (Mr. Post) 
 
Bills – The committee met on Wednesday, February 12th to review the bills for the 
Highway Department, the Maintenance Department, and the Technology Department. All of 
the bills were in order. 

 
Reports 
The committee has spoken with Mr. Jim Frankenhoff about upcoming projects 
that will be coming up for bid.  
 
Resolutions- 

a. 2020-02-501-003 – Resolution appropriating $70,000.00 from the Township 
Bridge Program Fund as 80% and $17,500.00 from the Burton Road District 
Motor Fuel Tax Fund as 20% of the Local Public Agency’s 20% share towards 
the construction of a bridge over Tournear Creek, located on N 900TH Avenue 
in Burton Road District. This project shall be known as Section number 11-
02116-00-BR.  (Attachment A-1)  
 
Mr. Zanger made a motion to approve this resolution. 
Mr. Bellis seconded the motion. 
Resolution 2020-02-501-003 was approved. 

 
 
 

b. 2020-02-501-004 - Resolution reporting bids from the January 28, 2020 
County Motor Fuel Tax Maintenance Materials Letting. (Attachment A-2) 
 
Mr. Brady made a motion to approve the resolution. 
Mr. Bellis seconded the motion. 
Resolution 2020-02-501-004 was approved. 
 

 
c. 2020-02-501-005 – Resolution reporting bids from the January 28, 2020 Road 

District Motor Fuel Tax Maintenance Materials Letting.  (Attachment A-3) 
 
Mr. Post made a motion to approve the resolution.  
Mr. Bellis seconded the motion. 
Resolution 2020-02-501-005 was approved.  

 
 
 
The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for March 10th, 2020 at 6:00 PM.  
 

 

Legislative & Judicial 
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Committee Report (Mr. Niekamp) 

Bills – The committee met on Tuesday, February 4th, 2020 to review the bills from the 
circuit Clerk, Juvenile Detention Center, Probation Department, Public Defender, State’s 
Attorney, and the Supervisor of Assessments. All of the bills were in order. 
 
County Code  

a. Discussion & Possible Action- Article VI 4-6-2 and 4-6-3 Ambulance ground 
service and Ambulance Board make-up 
 
Mr. Niekamp explained that the first addition was to add language to the code to 
allow the county board to decide who would be the ground ambulance service 
provider. This is to help keep quality control within the county. The second 
addition is to add one non-voting member to the Ambulance Board. This is per the 
union contract negotiation agreements.  

 
 
Resolutions- 

a. 2020-02-001-003- Resolution making changes to the Ambulance Ordinance 
regarding ambulance board make-up and ground service. (Attachment B-1) 
 
Mr. Niekamp made a motion to approve the resolution. 
Mr. Hinkamper seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Obert asked where the non-voting member comes from. 
The Chairman stated that it will be an employee and they will be a non-voting 
member. Also, they cannot sit in on personnel issues. They will bring in three 
candidates and the board will decide which one will be the member.  
Mr. Bier asked if this non-voting member will be compensated for attending the 
meetings. 
Mr. John Simon stated that the ordinance states that they will not be allowed to be 
compensated.  
Mr. Bier asked if there are currently any regulations to any other outside entities 
right now. 
Mr. John Simon stated there are not. This will set it up to where they can create a 
process for that. 
Mr. Bier asked for clarification that this does not set up the process. 
Mr. John Simon stated that it gives the authority to the ambulance board to do the 
application process. That process will be manages through the ambulance board 
and be forwarded to the county board for approval if there is an application.  
Mr. Bier asked if it was correct that right now this doesn’t change anything, it just 
gives the authority to come to the board.  
Mr. Simon stated that was correct.  
 
A roll call vote was taken to approve the resolution. Those in favor were: Mark 
Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Seldon Totsch, Les Post, Theresa 
Bockhold, Joe Zanger, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Ryan Niekamp, Ryan 
Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Taylor Rakers, Barney Bier and Kent Snider. 
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Total in favor: 16 Total Opposed: 0 Total Absent: 5 
 
Resolution 2020-02-001-003 was approved. 
 
 

b. 2020-02-121-002- Resolution for the closing of certain services in the County 
Clerk’s Office on Election Day, March 17, 2020. (Attachment B-2) 
 
Mr. Niekamp made a motion to approve the resolution. 
Mrs. Bockhold seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Niekamp explained that this has become standard practice now for bigger 
elections. It allows the staff to devote their time and focus on the election that day.  
Mr. Chuck Venvertloh stated that the Recorder’s Office will remain open. Same-
day registration has made the clerk’s office a busy place on Election Day.  
Mr. Brady asked if we have to do this resolution every election. 
Mr. Niekamp stated that they did.  
 

 
Event Liquor License 

a. Request from Mustangs Football Boosters for a One-Day liquor license for a 
fundraising event to be held April 4, 2020 at the Adams County Fairgrounds.  
(Attachment B-3) 
 
Mr. Niekamp made a motion to approve the license. 
Mrs. Bockhold seconded the motion.  
The event one-day liquor license was approved. 

 
 

The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for March 3rd, 2020 at 6:00 PM.  
   
 

Public Health & Safety 

 

Committee Report (Mr. Peter) 

Bills – The committee met on Tuesday, January 21st, 2020 and reviewed the bills for the 
Sheriff’s Office, Coroner’s Office, Emergency Management Agency and Animal Control.  
All of the bills were in order. 

 
Reports- 
Mr. Chad Downs from the Sheriff’s department was at the committee meeting and 
reported the following: The jail population was at 118 that day. A new school deputy had 
been hired and 2 interviews for 2 correctional officers were done to try and fill the 
vacancies. ERT Team, which is the state team that responds to prison/jail riots, inspected 
the facility to look for any safety concerns. They were very impressed with the facility and 
found no concerns.  
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Mr. John Simon, Director of EMA, was present at the committee meeting and reported the 
following: There are early indications that the $66,000 mitigation plan grant will be 
awarded. This will be a joint program between the city and county to mitigate damage to 
infrastructure such as the water treatment plant. He also reported that it appears we will 
receive all the requested amounts for flood reimbursements.  
 
Mr. John Myers, county coroner, was present at the committee meeting and reported the 
following: There were 67 reported deaths, 6 autopsies, 1 unclaimed/indigent cremation 
and 27 cremation permits issued in the month of December 2019.  
 
 
At the committee meeting, they voted to move the meetings’ start time from 7:00 PM to 
6:30 PM.  
 
The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 18th, 2020 in the Law 
Library.   
 

Finance 

Committee Report (Mr. Austin) 

Bills – The committee met on Wednesday, February 12th, 2020 to review the bills.  All of 
the bills were in order. 
 
Discussion:  
The Adams County CEO Program topic has been tabled so they are able to get more 
information.  
 
 
Finance- 
 
The following two transfer of budget appropriations were approved together:  

a. Transfer of Budget Appropriation – From Todd Nelson – Public Defender – a 
transfer of $320.00 from line item 001-411-5710 Public Defender: Travel & 
Seminars for a revised budgeted amount of $1,680.00 and an increase of 
$320.00 to expense account 001-411-xxxx Public Defender: Mileage for a new 
budgeted amount of $320.00.  (Attachment C-1) 

 
 

b. Transfer of Budget Appropriation – From Todd Nelson – Public Defender – a 
transfer of $6,000.00 from line item 001-411-5727 Public Defender: Other 
Expenses for a revised budgeted amount of $6,000.00 and an increase of 
$6,000.00 to expense account 001-411-5105 Public Defender: Salary – Assistant 
Defenders for a new budgeted amount of $371,386.00.  (Attachment C-2) 

 
 Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the two transfer of budget appropriations.  
 Mr. Obert seconded the motion. 
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 A roll call vote was taken to approve the transfer of budget appropriations. Those 
 in favor were: : Mark Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Seldon Totsch, 
 Les Post, Theresa Bockhold, Joe Zanger, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Ryan 
 Niekamp, Ryan Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Taylor Rakers, Barney Bier and Kent 
 Snider. 
 
 Total in favor: 16 Total Opposed: 0 Total Absent: 5 
 
 The transfer of budget appropriations were approved.  
 
 

c. Transfer of Budget Appropriation – From Aaron Arnold – Juvenile Detention 

Center – a transfer of $56,750.00 from line item 001-001-59999 County General 

Administration - Contingency for a revised budgeted amount of $43,250.00 and 

an increase of $56,750.00 to expense account 001-321-5506 Maintenance – JDC 

Building for a new budget amount of $81,750.00.  (Attachment C-3) 

 

Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the transfer of budget appropriation. 

Mr. Niekamp seconded the motion. 

 

Discussion: Mr. Austin explained that the Detention Center’s generator basically 

blew out. They had competitive bids to get it replaced. This was not a scheduled 

expense. The committee discussed building a capitol plan for the future like they 

have with other departments so we can make sure these types of things are 

covered. The committee will discuss this with the Juvenile Detention Center. Right 

now, they have to have this. The finance committee recommends approving this 

unanimously.  

Mr. Post stated that their committee also voted to approve it subject to financing.  

 

A roll call vote was taken to approve the transfer of budget appropriation. Those 

in favor were: : Mark Peter, Matt Obert, Robert Reich, John Brady, Seldon Totsch, 

Les Post, Theresa Bockhold, Joe Zanger, Bret Austin, Steven Demoss, Ryan 

Niekamp, Ryan Hinkamper, Dave Bellis, Taylor Rakers, Barney Bier and Kent 

Snider. 

 

Total in favor: 16 Total Opposed: 0 Total Absent: 5 

 

The transfer of budget appropriation was approved. 

 

 
 

The committee’s next meeting will be March 9th, 2020 at 6:15 PM.  
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Jail Sub-Committee 

Committee Report (Mr. Peter) 

Report- 
 
The Illinois Department of Corrections has been on site to start their process for 
commissioning the jail. Work is ongoing on the control equipment connecting the doors 
and control sites within the facility. Repairs are nearly complete on the defective 
masonry. This work is being done by Williams Brothers, our primary contractor, to 
correct the defective work by the sub-contractor. This will not add any additional cost to 
the county. March 1st is still the target date for substantial completion and the jail 
committee will work with the sheriff’s department to schedule public tours of the facility in 
the later part of March.  
 
 

Executive Committee 

Committee Report (Mr. Austin) 

The committee met on February 3rd, 2020 at 5:30 PM.  
 
Discussion/Possible Action- 

a. Port Statistical 
Mr. Austin stated that the board passed a resolution last month. This gets us “on 
the map” for money delegations. There have been good meetings on this. No 
action is required right now.  
 
 

b. Update/Approval Collective Bargaining Agreements. 
Mr. Austin stated that this is the last bargaining agreement. It is the Highway 
Department’s. The last bit of language was worked out and it is ready to be 
approved.  
 
Mr. Austin made a motion to approve the collective bargaining agreement for the 
Highway Department. 
Mr. Post seconded the motion. 
 
The Collective Bargaining Agreement for the Highway Department was approved. 
 
Mr. Austin thanked everyone that was involved in the negotiation process.  

 

Unfinished Business 
 

None.  

New Business 
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1) Approval of Board Member Travel Vouchers 
a. $48 to Seldon Totsch for travel to the county board meetings on January 

14th and February 12th and to the committee meetings on January 21st and 
February 18th for a total of 240 miles. (Attachment D-1) 
 
Mr. Peter made a motion to approve the board member travel vouchers. 
Mr. Demoss seconded the motion. 
 
The board member travel vouchers were approved. 

 

 

 

2) Monthly Reports – The County Clerk had monthly reports from the Supervisor 
of Assessments/Board of Review, the Probation Department, Juvenile 
Detention center, The County Clerk/Recorder’s office, Treasurer’s Office, 
EMS, the Sheriff’s Office, Monthly check register for January 2020, and Funds 
Summary report for January 2020 including revenue and expenses.  

 
 Mr. Zanger made a motion to receive and file the monthly reports with the 
 appropriate committee. 
 Mr. Obert seconded the motion. 
 Motion to receive and file the monthly reports with the appropriate committee 
 adopted.  

 
 

3) Resignation 
a. Adams County Clerk/Recorder: Chuck Venvertloh  (Attachment D-2) 

 
Mr. Bellis made a motion to accept Mr. Venvertloh’s resignation. 
Mr. Austin seconded the motion.  
The resignation was accepted. 
 
Mr. Venvertloh read his resignation letter to the board.  
 
Chairman Snider stated that April 4th will be the clerk’s last day and 
the replacement will be decided at the March County Board meeting.  

 
 
 

Correspondence 
 
None 

- - - - - - - - - - 
 
The February 12th, 2020 meeting was recessed until Tuesday, March 10th, 2020 at 7:00 
PM.    


































